RESPONSE TO ISRP COMMENT
PROJECT:  200728800 - Touchet Eastside & Westside Irrig District Piping

SPONSOR:  Walla Walla County Conservation District

ISRP COMMENT:  “This is an essentially good proposal.  The central question about the proiposed work is whether the amount of water returned to the stream is sufficient to positively affect fish and habitat.  The sponsors need to provide some sort of estimate of the potential benefit to habitat and focal species.  Is the proposed project part of a larger plan or project to restore flow in the Touchet?”

RESPONSE:  The adult passage bottleneck in the Touchet River per se is from Hofer Dam to the mouth of the river.  This reach is affected by a physical issue in the form of Hofer Dam and a flow related issue which both contribute to impaired passage at the beginning and end of the primary irrigation season (May-June and Sept-Oct).  Bids are due July 25 for a construction project to upgrade Hofer Dam -- so that issue is being addressed.  Project 200728800 would be a part of a parallel endeavor to restore flows to the Touchet River below Hofer Dam as well as the Walla Walla River to its mouth.

The endeavor to restore flow in the lower Touchet will include multiple projects and multiple funding sources and will begin in late 2006 when the Hofer Dam project is complete or nearing completion.  We have the funding and plan to install a pump station ($240K) and $1.0 mil worth of piping on the Westside ditch.  We have not yet completed the design for the piping project and do not know precisely how much piping can be done for the funds available and, more importantly, we do not know exactly how much water will actually be saved by the project.  The water savings estimate we have to work with is 4.5 cfs savings for the entire piping of both Eastside and Westside ditches -- plus the statement that the actual savings could be 2 or 3 times that amount (feasibility study done in 2003 by IRZ consulting).
Our Irrigation Efficiency Program (IEP), which is funded by WA Dept of Ecology has a cost hold down which currently requires one cfs of irrigation water to be transferred to the Trust program for each $400K spent on a project.  In practice, the IEP hold down will be applied to all piping and on-farm projects on the lower Touchet including the project currently being proposed.  This means that a $920K project cost (Sec. 8 of proposal) would require 2.3 cfs be transferred to Trust.  (Be aware, however, that the price of PVC pipe has doubled since 2003 and that the cost hold down could increase).  

The effect of 2.3 cfs on fish passage in the lower Touchet River is not clear.  No modeling or flow studies that could be used to relate adult passage conditions (depth and velocity) to flow have been done in this reach.  However, keep in mind that the proposed project would be the second section of piping and that this project is part of a larger endeavor which includes on-farm irrigation efficiency projects and multiple ditch piping projects.  On the Touchet upstream of Hofer there is limited potential for on-farm IEP projects -- the greatest potential is within the 2,000 acres of the Eastside and Westside Irrigation Districts where we are already working.  
We currently have $2.5 mil for IEP and conveyance projects of which $1.0 mil is earmarked for the first section of piping on the Westside ditch.  We have every reason to believe that our good track record on project completion will lead to consistent funding in the future. In the course of the next 4-5 years, we intend to substantially increase flows in the lower Touchet and Walla Walla Rivers by piping the both ditches and upgrading on-farm irrigation systems on both the Eastside and Westside Irrigation Districts.  

